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LETTER 


TO THB 


PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 


Friends and Fellow Countrymen, 


Krxowmne that ye are in general a good-tempered people, 
and will not refuſe to hear the ſober advice of one who really 
wiſhes to give you counſel that now feems neceſſary to your wel- 
fare, I without fear of a rude reception readily addreſs myſelf to 
you, on the appearance at preſent 38 as of a defire to diſ- 
turb the peace, and oppoſe the eſtabliſhed Government of our 
country. 


A conſiderable degree of uneaſineſs, and even turbulence has 
before appeared in this nation, at times when, either we have 
been engaged in an unſucceſsful war; or meafures diſagreeable to 
the generality of the people have been carried on at home. But 
neither of theſe is at preſent the caſe; the laſt expenſive and diſ- 
gracetul war was not the meaſure of the jar Miniſters ; but 
on the other hand ſupported by _ of thole who now ſtrongly 
oppoſe Government, while our ill ſucceſs in it was (if they be 
not greatly belted) in no ſmall part owing to the treacherous 
correſpondence of ſome, who were then, and are now loud in 
declaring themſelves the Champions of the People. From the 
Giftrefſed ſtate in which we were left by that war the exertions 
of Mr. P1TT have raiſed us to a ſituation, which has made the 
nations round about wonder at the change, and call us the moſt 
extraordinary people that ever exiſted. Inſtead of ny thing un- 
popular having been lately done, we have not only actually been 
eated of part of our taxes, and that eſpecially in one point very 
material to the poor, the tax of three ſhillings on every houſe of 
leſs than ſeven windows; but means are now putting in execu- 
tion for paying off the National Debt, the cauſe of two thirds of 
our taxes: and if we will but keep the evil-minded and di ſorderl 
from railing diſturbances among ourſelves ; and the wic kednels 
of our neighhours do not force us into a war for our preſervation, 
we thall every year now be relieved from ſome part of our bur- 
thens, What is there then to occaſion the preſent reſtleſsneſs 
and ſeeming diſpoſition to tumults'and riots? What is there that 
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Hould in reaſon lead you to throw yourſelves into that ſtate into 
which every man has in points leſs important ſometimes been 
brought by the folly or ill advice of ſome 18 friend, 
when he ſays, What a fool was I, to be led in 

* behaviour, which inſtead of proving to my advantage, turns 
« out greatly to my hurt?” There is no motive to this if ye 
conſider, but the ſuggeſtions and advice of ſome ill-deſigning 


men, partly of deſperate fortunes and partly of inflamed paſſions, | 


who hold out to you doftrines contrary to truth, religion, and 
even common honeſty, and totally deſtruttive of your own com- 
JJ ůòXn ! | 


As I truſt there are but very few among yau ſo ignorant 
not to know that there is a God who will judge the world righte. 
ouſly ; and a Heaven and a Hell into which men w1ll hereafter 
be ſent, acording to their behaviour here: and I think ſtill fewer 
Jo deſperately wicked as in defiance of all God's threatening to 
Rs - to mock at his laws and his judgments ;' I hope ye 
will at once ſet your faces againſt all who try to perſuade you 
to follow the example of your old enemies, the French: a peo- 
5 who have always been ſtriving either ſlyly by deep-laid 

chemes or openly by war to ruin this country ; and who have 
lately ſhewn themſelves to be not only in their Court and Nobi- 


lity, but throughout the nation ; an unfeeling, unprincipled, and 


63 race, beyond even what they were thought and deſpiſed for 
in this ene They have openly renounced all Chriſtianity, 
they have broken the oaths wluch they ſwore of their own ac- 
cord over and over again: and neither the tenderneſs of the le⸗ 
male ſex, the innocence of childhood, the weakneſs of old 
nor the reſpect due to thoſe who would die, rather than be Col. 
of treachery, have ſtopped them from ſlaughtering any they e 

to put to death: Nay, after murthering them, they have actuall 
drunk the blood of thoſe they flew. Are theſe then men wh 
politics ye would wiſh to copy; or, whoſe conduct ye could bear 
to imitate? No; I truſt I ſhall ever have reaſon to think at leaſt 
better things than theſe of every Engliſhman. | ys 


But as ye are not incorrigibly wicked, ſo neither are 
wretchedly fooliſh ; yet this laſt ye mult be, were ye to ſu 
yourſelves to be miſled by that man, whoſe falſe and ſeditious 
1 have lately been ſo induſtriouſly diſperſed an 
Ju; mean, PAIN, whoſe real ſtory ye probably never hears, 

ut which it is right ye ſhould know, that ye may think of him 
as he deſerves, This PAIN then, I am ſorry for my country's 
Take to ſay, was born at Thetford in Norfolk; and brought up to 
the buſineſs of his father, who was a Stay-maker, but his ſon 
Tow not being of a diſpoſition to earn his living by honeſt in- 


dude, moved from bi ugtive place into Kent, where havin 


into this ablurd | 
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married a woman to whom he behayed exceedin ly ill, and been 
guilty of ſome raſcally conduct not unlike ſwindling, he left that 


part of the kingdom, and obtained an Exciſeman's'place, out of 
which he was turned for ſome evil practices, but by dint of in- 
tereſt with one of the Commiſſioners got appointed again in ſpite 
of his character. Whether he was turned out a ſecond time, 
or not, I do not recolle& ; but ſhould hardly think he would of 


his own accord reſign. However, to America he afterwards 


went, and there aſſiſted in raiſing the Rebellion againſt this 
country, to which we owe ſo large a part of our preſent taxes. 
Here he was taken into the ſervice of one of the 28 but 
turned out again for ſome diſhoneſt conduct. hen the war 
was over, he went to France, and it has been confidently ſaid, 
that at the beginning of the 22 diſturbances, he there 
offered to write in favour of the French King; but his aſſiſtance 
not being thought worth the price he aſked for it, he came over 
into England, and turning to the other fide, has ever ſince been 
bouring to raiſe rebellions againſt Kings. Such is the hiſtory 
of this man publicly given in print, with the addition of other 
infamous articulars of him, and never as I yet heard, contra- 
dicted. Now, my Countrymen, let me ſeriouſly aſk you, is this 
a man ye would take for your adviſer either in your public or in 
your private condutt ? Was ſuch a man to give even good advice, 
e would, on diſcovering his real charafter, naturally and juſtly 
uſpe&, that he had ſome evil deſign hidden under his Fane 
concern for your happineſs; But ye can no longer helitate to 
believe this, if ye conſider how perfectly contrary to all the laws 
of religion 1s that behaviour to which he would lead you. The 
duty which Religion commands towards our neighbour is, ye 
know, to love him as ourſelves, and to do unto all men, as we 
would they ſhould do unto us. Can he then be truly your friend, 
who would teach you by breaking this law to throw yourſelves 
into miſery during this life, and the next too? Aſk your own 
hearts therefore, whether if ye were in the place of your Go- 
vernours, ye ſhould like that thoſe under your authority ſhould 
ſpeak evil of you, mock at your dignity, and diſobey your com- 
mands ? If ye would not in ſuch a caſe like this, ye certainl 
cannot do ſo yourſelves now and yet fulfl your duty tow 
your neighbour. Perhaps the only perſons ſubjett to you are 
your children. Now are ye not hurt when theſe al y or 
deſpiſe you? Can yourſelves then do'the ſame to thoſe who are 
ſet over you, and yet do as ye would be done by? And, if this 
be impoſſible, are not thoſe who endeavour to make you contemn 
your Governours and behave diſreſpectfully, much more dif- 
obediently towards them, miſleading you to break one of the great 


- 


laws of religion ? 


From the obligations which Religion lays on you haven, 
; ion lays on n 
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though much the moſt important with which we habe to de, 
theſe men ſtrive to withdraw your attention, by filling ING minds 


with a perſuaſion that ye are wronged and oppreſſed -- to effect 
this they have told you a great deal about the Rights of Man, 
and the happineſs flowing from liberty and equality. That ye 


may not be deceived by their miſtepreſentations, let me beg yon 


to attend to what I will now lay before you, and ye will eaſily 
ſee how truly” ye enjoy all theſe rights which can really be en. 
Joyed, and partake of liberty as far as ye can conſiſtently with 
your own ſecurity and comfort; and ye will perceive too, that 
the equality which they talk of as a bleſſing, is a thing abſurd 
and impoſſible in itſelf; while all attempts to introduce it, can 
produce nothing but miſery, as long as they are continued. 


Now without any ronnd-ahaut diſcourſe uſed only to confuſe 
your underſtamlings, the rea Rights which every man may juſtiy 
and naturally clam are thoſe of fafety in his perſon and ſerutity 
in his property ;, theſe contain every demand he has either on 
Particular pertons, or on ſociety at large. But as there are in 
the world ſome men who are unjuſt and wicked, and will injure 
and ſtcal the property of their neighbours, to render us ſecure in 
our perſons and property, it is neceſſary to have governments to 
reſtrain ſuch people, and do juſtice to thoſe who are attacked by 
them. Yet thele governments, though thus plainly neceſſary to 
ſupport the real Rights of Men, cannot be maintained without 
expence : And who ought in juſtice to pay this expence, but tholg 
who enjoy the benefit of them ?: And theſe are the inhabitants of 
the countries. Here then ye ſee that taxes, and the obligation on 
us to pay them, do indeed ariſe from thoſe very rights which have 
lately been ſo wickedly miſrepreſented to you. But further, it 
comes to paſs that when countries by the induſtry of their inha- 
bitants grow rich, they have not only to guard againſt thieves 
and robbers among themſelves ; but the jealouſy and avarice of 
neighbouring nations being raiſed by their proſperity, there ipring 
from hence foreign wars, which occaſion expences that ca 
for additional taxes: Yet were not theſe wars ſupported, one na- 
tion muſt often fall under the dominion of another, and fo pay 
a tribute to foreigners more than equal to the ſum by which they 
might have ſupported their own freedom. And ſuch muſt have 
been our own caſe, had not both we and our anceſtours exerted 
ourſelves as we have, and agreed to bear thoſe taxes which we 
do: For otherwiſe, our ever reſtleſs and ambitious neighbourt 
would long ago have over-run this country, and made Great-Bri- 
tain nothing but an ifland of flaves to the French Monarchy. 


” 4 


Theſe times, however, theſe crafty deceivers who uſe every 
method to impoſe on you, would perſuade you are now over; 


fince the French are enlightened, and refolved no more to enter 
| $ into 


TH Ser” nh Cee Ry = ER 


* 


PEOPLE OP ,ENGLAND. 7 


Lnto wars: But as I am,convinced that ye are no fools, I think. 
ye will judge more from the actions of the French than from 
their words, which ye have never been uſed to find true; nor 
will ye truſt more to the declarations of. their advocates, Behold _ 
your old diſturbers then, under theſe profeſſions of peaceableneſs, 
and forbearance abſolutely ravaging the, countries on three ſides 
of their own land; and 5 have already ſeized the ports by 
which our manufactures uſed to be ſent into Flanders and Ger- 
many. Such worthy friends are they to us; and ſo well diſpoſed 
to live at peace with their neighbours! And fo falſe too is the 
notion which a Member of their National Convention has endea-. 
voured to infuſe to you, that we could exiſt in ſafety, without a 
overnment, an army, and fleet; which mult it is true, neceſſa- 
ny be a conſtant aud a large expence; but the benefits ariſing 
from which more than doubly counterbalance all we pay for 
their ſupport---while, in railing the ſums neceſſary to the main- | 
tenance of theſe, no human government was ever more equita- 4 | 


ble than ours; for ye are too ſenſible to expect perfection in any 
work of man. Neither our Nobility or Clergy are freed, as they 
were in France from the common burthens; but the greater 
tixes, ſuch as the Land and Window Taxes, are levied in pro- | 
portion. to the difference of property. It one man has an acre. > 
more than another, for that acte he pays ſo much more: And 
the Tax on Windows increaſes more than in a common propor- 
tion to the number of them, ſince he who has twenty in his houſe, 
pays for each of them, more than he who has ten does for each. 
of his. To relieve the poor after this manner in all the taxes is. 
impoſſible, becauſe it would give ſo great opportunity of defraud- 
ing the government: No Ali zion for inſtance, can be made 
between the malt that is to be ſold, either as malt or in beer to 
the poor, and that for the uſe of the rich; yet as the laſt con- 
{ume much the greater quantity in their houſes, they pay much 
the moſt to the Public Treafury: While further, if ye are op- 
preſſed in the mode of gathering any tax, ye have always as 
power of appealing for redreſs; neither are ye forced, as the 
people of fome nations are, to uſe auy commodity that is taxed,. 
whether ye like it or not. And this naturally leads to the que- 
ion, What theſe ſeditious writers mean by hinting, that the in- 
Labitants of this country have not perfect liberty? For every 
man among us is free to do every thuyg but miſchiet; and whe, 
i complain of not having the liberty to do that, but thoſe whe, 
love miſchief, and theſe are only rogues. No one can in this 
country be reſtrained in his actions, but by the ſentence of tho 
law ; and if there was not lufficlent power in that to reſtrain the 
wicked, none of us could llecp ſecurely in our houſes, for the 
villains that would range about unconuauled---full liberty of 
peech, ye know, we have; and as te liberty of writing, theſe. 
e 72 wietchsd. 
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though much the moſt important with Which we hate to de, 


theſe men ſtrive to withdraw your attention, by filling your minds 
with a perſuaſion that ye are wronged and oppreſſed---to effect 
this they have told you a great deal about the Rights of Man, 
and the happineſs flowing from liberty and equality. That ye 
may not be deceived by their miſtepreſentations, let me beg yon 
to attend to what I will now lay before you, and ye will eaſily 
ſee how truly ye enjoy all theſe rights which can really be en. 
Joyed, and partake of liberty as far as ye can conſiſtently with 
your own ſecurity and comfort; and ye will perceive too, that 
the equality which they talk of as a bleſſing, is a thing abſurd 
and impoſſible in itſelf; while all attempts to introduce it, can 
produce nothing but miſery, as long as they are continued. 


Now without any round- about diſconrſe uſed only to confuſe 
your underftanlings, the reat Rights which every man iy juſtly 
and naturally clam are thoſe of fafety in his perſon and ſecurity 
in hie property; theſe contain every demand he has either on 
Particular pertons, or on ſociety at large. But as there ate in 
the world ſome men who are unjuſt and wicked, and will injure 
and ſtcal the property of their neighbours, to render us ſecure in 
our perſons and property, it is neceſſary to have governments to 
reſtrain ſuch people, and do juſtice to thole who are attacked by 
them. Yet theſe governments, though thus plainly neceſſary to 
ſupport the real Rights of Men, cannot be maintained without 
expence: And who ought in juſtice to pay this expence, but thoſe 
who enjoy the benefit of them ? And theſe are the inhabitants of 
the countries. Here then ye fee that taxes, and the obligation on 
us to pay them, do indeed ariſe from thoſe very rights which have 
lately been ſo wickedly miſrepreſented to you. But further, it 
comes to paſs that when countries by the induſtry of their inha- 
bitants grow rich, they have not only to guard againſt thieves 
and robbers among themſelves ; but the jealouſy and avarice of 
neighbouring nations being raiſed by their proſperity, there ipring 
from hence foreign wars, which occaſion expences that call 
for additional taxes: Yet were not theſe wars ſupported, one na- 
tion muſt often fall under the dominion of another, and ſo pay 
a tribute to foreigners more than equal to the ſum by which they 
might have ſupported their own freedom. And ſuch muſt have 
been our own caſe, had not both we and our anceſtours exerted 
ourſelves as we have, and agreed to bear thoſe taxes which we 
do: For otherwiſe, our ever reſtleſs and ambitious neighbours 
would long ago have over-run this country, and made Great-Bri- 
tain nothing but an ifland of flaves to the French Monarchy. 
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Theſe times, however, theſe crafty deceivers who uſe every 
method to impoſe on you, would perſuade you are now Over; 
nnce the French are enlightened, and refolved no more to enter 
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Into wars. But as I am convinced that ye are no fools, I think 
ye will judge more from the actions of the French than from 
their words, which ye have never been uſed to find true; nor 
will ye truſt more to the declarations of. their advocates, Behold _ 
our old diſturbers then, under theſe profeſſions oſ peaceableneſs, 
and forbearance abſolutely ravaging the, countries on three ſides 
of their own land; and 5 have already ſeized the ports by 
which our manutattures uſed to be ſent into Flanders and Ger- 
many. Such worthy friends are they to us; and ſo well diſpoſed 
to live at peace with their neighbours! And ſo falſe too is the 
notion which a Member of their National Convention has endea- 
voured to infuſe to you, that we could exiſt in ſafety, without a 
overnment, an army, and fleet; which mult it is true, neceſſa- 
ny be a conſtant aud a large expence; but the benefits ariſing 
from which more than doubly counterbalance all we pay for 
their ſupport---while, in railing the ſums neceſlary to the main- 
tenance of theſe, no human government was ever more equita- 
ble than ours; for ye are too ſenſible to expett perfection in any 
work of man. Neither our Nobility or Clergy are freed, as they /- 
were in France from the common burthens; but the greater 
taxes, ſuch as the Land and Window Taxes, are levied in pro- 
portion to the difference of property. If one man has an acre. 
more than another, for that acte he pays ſo much more: And. 
the Tax on Windows increaſes more than in a common propor- 
tion to the number of them, ſince he who has twenty in his houſe, 
pays for each of them, more than he who has ten does for each 
of his. To relieve the poor after this manner in all the taxes is. 
impoſſible, becauſe it would give ſo great opportunity of defraud- 
ing the government: No JiflioQion for inſtance, can be made 
between the malt that is to be fold, either as malt or in beer to 
the poor, and that for the uſe of the rich; yet as the laſt con- 
lume much the greater quantity in their houles, they pay much 
the moſt to the Public Treaſury: While further, if ye are op- 
preſſed in the mode of gathering any tax, ye have always as 
power of appealing for redreſs; neither are ye forced, as the 
people of fome nations are, to ule auy commodity that is taxed,. 
whe ther ye like it or not. And this naturally leads to the que- 
ſtion, What theſe ſeditious writers mean by hinting, that the in- 
Labitants of this country have not perfect liberty? For every 
man among us is free to do every thing but miſchiet; and who, 
i complain of not having the liberty to do that, but thoſe whe. 
love miſchief, and theſe are only rogues. No one can in this 
country be reſtrained in his actions, but by the ſentence of the 
law ; and if there was not fufficient power in that to reſtrain the 
wicked, none of us could llcep ſecurely in our houſes, for the 
villains that would range about unconuauled---full liberty of 
ipeech, ye know, we have; aud às te liberty of writing, theſa 
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wretched falſifiers do themſelves prove by their own publicat 20nd 
the truth of that which they have the impudence to deny. 


Suffer not yourſelves then, to be made diſcontented with your 
moſt enviable ſituation, poſſeſſing peace, liberty, and ſecurity, 
by the mere ſound of words: Bring their aſſertions to the proof, 


and ye will ſoon perceive, that they are trying to deceive you, 
by confounding the ſituation of the French under their late ab- 


ſolute monarchy, when they had neither the liberty of the preſs; 
nor freedom of ſpeech; nor that of action, with our State under 


a free government, where we enjoy all of thoſe, 


But there is yet another trap which they ſet for you; the doe · 


trines of equality, of which it may juſtly be ſaid, that was any 
man to n that all former generations had been miſtaken in 


their manner of walking, becauſe the natural way of walking is 
not on our feet but on our heads, he would not ſay any thing more 


abſurd than thoſe do, who adviſe you to look for happineſs in 


bringing all ranks to the ſame level. Ye know, that when two 
men are in the ſame ſituation, and ſome place. offers, by * | 
which, either of them would be bettered, they immediately both 
ſtrive to get it, and ſo become rivals, and generally enemies to 


each other. Now if all men were brought down to the fame le- 
vel, what at preſent only happens between two or three at a time, 


would be the caſe between all, that is, every man would ſtill, 


as he now is; be trying to better himſelf; but all being then of 
the ſame rank, the ſame things would be aimed at by all, and 
conſequently every man's hand would be againſt every man; 
and what would be the confuſion, the quarrels and the bloodſhed 
that would follow in ſuch a caſe? Why, they would be more 
horrid than thoſe which lately paſſed at Paris. At preſent, by 
men being divided into different ranks, each rank has its ſeparate 


purſuit, and all are at the ſame time connected together, becauſe 


each is neceſlary to the ſupport of the other's, and plainly con- 
tributes to their benefit. H: 

the higher 'ranks, who have large fortunes to ſpend, none of 
thoſe coſtly articles of furniture and dreſs, in ma ng which ſs 
many thouſands are employed, would be wanted. If no man 
had more cloaths than are abſolutely neceſſary to cover him, or 
no more furniture to uſe than to prevent diſtreſs in his houſe, 
nine out of ten, nay, till more of the manufacturers of ſuch 
places as Mancheſter, Birmingham, and Sheffield, muſt be turned 
adrift without any employment to ſupport themſelves and their 
families, and if there were no towns like theſe, the demand for 
eorn, hay, and the like, would be ſo lefſened, that the farmers 
would not be able to get a market for the produce of their lands, 
and conſequently could not afford to employ ſo _—— 
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whence ecarters, ploughmen, and labourers muſt be turned out of 
bread. 80 wiſe is the ſcheme of making all men equal. 


But not to leave any chance of miſleading you. untried, theſe . 
deceivers can ſuggeſt, © that if all men were made equal all the 
land would be equally divided, and then every man would: 
have his ſhare.” Now this is a very old ſtory, partly tried near 
two thouſand years ago in Italy, but it never 2 any thing 
but ſtrife and wretchedneſs, and at laſt an arbitrary government. 
That ye may be able to judge for yourſelves however; Let us ſup- 

oſe, that all the land of this Kingdom were equally divided, the 
Ihare of every particular perſon could be but a very few acres. 

Now let us further conſider the caſe of a poor man, ſetting oft 
with a few acres of land; before he can make any uſe of them, he. - 
muſt have inſtruments of huſbandry, cattle, and ſtock; to raiſe 
money for buying which he muſt part with ſome of his land, for. 
in ſuch an unſettled ſtate as this change in property would make, 
there would be none to lend money, and the moment one man 
had ſold part of his land; he who bought it would neceſſarily. 
have more than the other, and ſo this fine fancied State o- 
Equality muſt be from the very nature of things deſtroyed im- 
mediately ; and as ſome would be more ſaving, or more ingeni- 
ous, or more diligent than others, things muſt ſoon get back ints 
their old courſe, and the whole change ſerve only to produce a 
vaſt deal of miſery in making it, and to prove that when man 
ſtrives to alter what God has conſtituted, his preſumptuous en- 
d cavours can turn only to his own reproach and puniſhment, 


Having thus ſhewn you the falſehood and abſurdity of. thoſe 
maxims which theſe enemies of your peace and happineſs wiſh 
to „ on your minds; let me further call your thoughts to 
the effects of thoſe diſturbances which they wiſh to raiſe among 
us, under the notion of your gaining either what ye in truth al- 
ready have, or ſomething which inſteadof being deſireable can poly 
make all of us miſerable. Conſider then, "4 by the evil ſuggel- 
tions of theſe inſtruments of Satan, tumults ſhould be raiſed, and. 
the regular government of the country interrupted, will the evil 

_ conſequences fall only on the rich? By no mean. For ye do not want 
to be told, that there are many people who are now very unwil- 

ling to pay their poor rates, and whom nothing but the . e of 

; government forces to do it: Was therefore this power leſſened, 

| «ll ſuch perſons would with-hold their ſhare, and much the 

- greater part of thoſe who.now — contribute to the ſupport 
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of the poor, would in ſuch a ſtate of things be diſabled from. 
paying even the leaſt towards it; ſince the firſt conſequences of 
= great commotion among ourſelves would be a decreaſe in the 
hb Vatue of property in general, a ſcarcity of money, and a great 
leſleuing of the Ee 5 if not an entire deſtruction of the pou 
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funds; by which thouſands of thoſe, who are new in epulence 
would be reduced to poverty: And if the collection of the poor 
rates was thus rendered impoſſible, think, what muſt become of 
all the old, lame, ſick, and the helpleſs infants; who are in our 
x reſerit peaceful ſituation, and under our well ordered govern. 
ment, maintained by them. But {till further, I can aſſure you 
on the part of the people of property of this. kingdom, that . 
are by no mean diſpoſed to ſuffer themſelves to be plundered, 
without trying to repulſe thoſe who atiack them, or even auß 


with arms in their hands; ſhould once the French Emi ſſaries, an 


Britiſh (tor they are by no mean all Engliſh) incendiaries proceed 
Jo far as to raiſe a mob, the Nobility, Gentry, Yeomanry, in- 
cluding Farmers, Tradeſmen, and even Labourers, who have five 
or {ix pounds worth of goods to loſe, will join together, and 
prove to thoſe who would wh to rob them, that they mult bear 
a great many hard blows before they will ſucceed, ſo that ere 
that change of property can take place, which theſe deteſtable 
promoters of robbery and carnage hold out, thouſands and tens 
of thouſands mult be ſlain, and what will then become of the 
wives and children of thoſe poor men who will fall in ſuch a 
wicked and needleſs 9 for their reception, 
there will then be none, and thoſe to whom the poor do ſo con- 
ſtantly apply tor relief, and from whom they do very liberally 
receive it, the Rich and the Great, will be no more in a ſtate to 
ive their widows and orphans affiſtance ; and if we carry our 
uppoſition to the moſt extravagant length, were I mean theſe 
Frenchified ſpreaders of ſedition to ſucceed fo far in raiſing tu- 
mults among us, as to overthrow our happy Conſtitution, and 
cauſe a total change of property; one of the moſt probable con- 
ſequences of having all the 33 ravaged, and all the large ſtocks 
deſtroyed, and all the great farming capitals of the country ruined, 
at the ſame time that ſuch multitudes muſt be taken from works 
of huſbandry to ſupport the civil wars, which muſt be carried on 
before this could come to paſs, and no ſmall portion of them be 
killed, or rendered unable to labour for the reſt of their days; 
one ot the firſt conſequences I ſay of all this would be a Famine. 
So that in truth, if ye ſuffer theſe moſt ill-deſigning and repro- 
bate.wretehes to miſlead you into ſedltion and rebellion, it will 
be at leaſt two to one againſt every Poor man, that inſtead of 
leading (as we all now 4 a lite of ſecurity, and riſing in 
morning to follow without danger his daily labour, and in the 
evening returning home to enjoy, in quiet with his family, his 
honeſt earnings, he will either be rachel on the head in battle, 
or die of hunger in a ditch. WW < 
It is yours therefore on this true ſtate of the caſe being ſet be- 
fore youby a'real well-wiſher to the poor, to determine, whether 
in compliance with the ſuggeſtions of men who are blinded _ 
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father of lies, the Devil, you will forfeit your comfort in this 
life, and your ſalvation in the next, by engaging with them 
againſt your lawful Sovereign ; or will, by oppoting ſtedfaſtly all 
their attempts to delude you from your duty, and patient! 2 
our days in peaceable and honeſt induſtry, give yourſelves the 
inexpreſſible comfort, when ye come to lie down on your death 
beds, of thinking that ye have behaved innocently in life, and 
are going to _— before your Judge, without having your con- 
ſciences loaded with the guilt of having aſſiſted in curbing the 
tranquillity of your country, ruining the peace of your families, 
and plundering the property and ſhedding the blood of your 
neighbours. And let me exhort you moſt earneſtly, as Engliſh- . 
men, who have not yet forfeited your character for good ſenſe 
and humanity; as men who are willing to give others their rights, 
as well as to maintain your own ; and as Chriſtians who wiſh to 
obey the commands of your Maker, and who ſtand in awe of 
His judgements, to decide at once for the right conduct, and 
with contempt and juſt indignation reject all the perſuaſions of 
thoſe who would make you unworthy of theſe your proper cha- 
racters: and I truſt, that I am more likely to 8 in perſua- 
ding you to maintain them, than PAIN and his aſſociates are to 
revail on you, to change them for thoſe of Atheiſts, Brutes, or 
n nor will J doubt, but that ye will ſincerely unite 
with me in praying, that God will — vouchſafe to pre- 
ſerve to us our religion and our laws; or fear, that ye will he- 
ſitate, heartily to join me, in crying out IHE KING AN n 
THE CONSTIT TION——TRUE LIBERTY——A SKT 
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